Parasites of Swine                         369
Treatment
If the owner does not wait too long, the treatment of sarcoptic mange is usually successful, with hand applications, spraying, oilers, medicated wallows, and dipping. During the winter months when dipping is not advisable, hand treatments may be tried with a fair prospect of success. Dipping is the best treatment, but it should not be used in cold weather. Regardless of the method, it is always best to treat all animals in the herd even though only a few appear to be infected.
The application of crude petroleum, equal parts of cottonseed-oil and petroleum, or the kerosene and lard mixture may be tried. Any one of these is good. The kerosene and lard mixture is made by mixing % pint of kerosene with 1 pound of lard. Crude petroleum is considered the best of the three, because it spreads easily and sticks to the skin. Either of the oil treatments may be applied with a sprinkling can or by hand with a stiff brush. The kerosene and lard should be applied with a rag or brush. The animals should be kept in the shade for some hours after the treatment. The hand applications must be repeated every week or ten days until good results are noted.
Crude petroleum or the half and half cottonseed and crude petroleum mixture may be used as sprays. The spray treatment, however, is wasteful and it is sometimes difficult to prevent the nozzle of the sprayer from becoming clogged with the heavy oils. This method is also for summer or warm weather. After treatment, the animals should be kept out of the sun and in a large inclosure where they are not likely to be crowded. Applications should be repeated every week or ten days "until cured.
Rubbing posts or oilers are used frequently to control lice and mange. They are never as effective as any of the other methods, especially when the herd is badly infected, because the animal does not always succeed in covering the parts where the oil is most needed. When oilers are in constant